
 
Table 2. Major Factors Covarying with Evacuation Compliance 
Factor Direction: As factor 

increases likelihood 
of evacuation ... 

Level of Empirical 
Support 

Physical cues Increases High 
Social cues Increases High 
Perceived risk Increases Moderate 
Knowledge of hazard Increases High 
Experience with hazard Mixed High 
Education Increases High 
Family planning Increases Low 
Fatalistic beliefs Decreases Low 
Resource level Increases Moderate 
Family united Increases High 
Family size Increases Moderate 
Kin relations (number) Increases High 
Community involvement Increases High 
Ethnic group member Decreases Moderate 
Age Mixed High 
Socioeconomic status Increases High 
Being female vs. male Increases Moderate 
Having children Increases Moderate 
Pet ownership Decreases Low 
Channel: Electronic  Mixed Low 
Channel: Media Mixed Low 
Channel: Siren Decreases Low 
Personal warning vs. 
impersonal 

Increases High 

Proximity to threat Increases Low 
Message specificity Increases High 
Number of channels Increases Low 
Frequency Increases High 
Message consistency Increases High 
Message certainty Increases High 
Source credibility Increases High 
Fear of looting Decreases Moderate 
Time to impact Decreases Moderate 
Source familiarity Increases High 
Source: Modified from Sorensen, 2000 

 


